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 August 2010 

Worship Services -    8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

The Third Contemporary Worship Service -  6:00 p.m.  

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. -  10:45 a.m. 

Childrenôs Church:  11:00 a.m. service, Fellowship Hall 
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Come and Join Your Church Family! 

All -church Picnic on  

Casper Mountain 

East Shelter at Bear Trap Meadow 

Sunday, August 15, 12:30 ï 2:00 p.m. 
 

Bring a covered dish, lawn chairs, horse shoes, Frisbees, and 

other games for a great afternoon of good food and           

fellowship.  The church bus will run from the downtown 

parking lot at 12:00 p.m. or as soon as the 

traditional service of worship concludes, 

and will return to the Church after the    

picnic.  Invite your friends and neighbors 

too!  This is a great way to end our summer 

activities! 
 



      Consider This. . . 
  

    ñPeople with their minds set on you, you keep completely whole,  

   Steady on their feet, because they keep at it and donôt quit. 

    Depend on God and keep at it because in the Lord God you have    

a sure thing.ò 

Isaiah 26:3-4 

    Thomas Carlyle, a Scottish thinker and essayist, said that  

    ñPermanence, perseverance and persistence in spite of all           

obstacles, discouragement, and impossibilities: It is this, that in all things distinguishes the strong 

soul from the weak.ò 

 

I donôt know that I would go that far; truly, there are other distinguishing characteristics of the 

ñstrong soulò:  vision, purpose, perspective come to mind.  But Carlyle is correct that these qualities 

clearly show themselves to be vital marks of leadership. 

 

Brian and I have drawn from two parables of Jesus in our sermons July 25 and August 1 about the 

importance of persistence.  In both those stories, Jesus encourages the protagonist to be persistent in 

their actions.  Even toward God.  It is the persistent one who gets the Lordôs attention.   

 

The persistence of others also got Jesusô attention in ñreal life.ò  The persistent woman who kept 

touching the hem of his garment, seeking healing for her body, is one example.  Jesus did not seem 

to be offended, as we sometimes are, by persistent people.   

 

We are at some critical stages as we ñpersistò in important new ministries at First UMC: 

The Third is about to enter its second year at Kings Corner Sunday nights 

Diligent work is going forward by our Christian Education area and the Board of Trustees 

to prepare for the opening in September of the First UMC Preschool Program 

The Youth Group has finished a great year of renewed interest and plans are being made to 

build on that momentum as we enter the Fall 

 

One way we persist, in our calling to these ministries, is by renewal through learning ï by being a 

learning organization.  This is why Brian, Kathie, Joy and I invite you to join us in a visit to The 

Church of the Resurrection October 6-10 in Kansas City (see related article) for its Leadership    

Institute 2010.  Visiting another vital church and learning from their leadership renews our own   

enthusiasm, unleashes creativity, and keeps us persistent in our mission to ñCelebrate, Connect and 

Serve Christ from the Heart of Casper.ò   
 

 

...from your Senior Pastor, Steve 

       

FINANCIAL UPDATE ï June 2010                                                          
GENERAL FUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC)         Current Mo.     YTD 
Donations and other ordinary income:                $   35,908       $285,072 
Expenses:    (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance,                                 44,004         286,499 
                         maintenance, programs, Wider Missions)                          
Gain/Loss:                        ($    8,096)     ($   1,427) 
            
             

                                               
 GENERAL FUND BALANCE    $  41,153 
 
 WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income):  $    4,865        $35,525 
           
RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations, June) 

MEMORIALS       $        505       
 MISSIONS                     0 

HOLY CROSS                   95  
TATE BUILDING FUND                            287  
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT                                       362 
 
 
$100 ï 100 DAYS CAMPAIGN   
 
REMEMBER - We need help in keeping up with increased costs of continuing and new wor-

ship, programs, and building maintenance!  If each family or individual giver at FUMC can save and 
donate $1 a day for 100 days (think: less than the price of soda, coffee, or candy!), we can go a 
long way toward keeping our church in a healthy financial position.   Please help if you can ï as 
much as you can!   

  THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE ALREADY DONATED!!!  

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS  
 

  8:30 11:00    6:00      TOTALS   
 

June 6  156 85 65  306 

June 13  122 95 35  252 

June 20  112 78 53  243 

June 27  212 169 29  410 

 

Regular Sunday Total:  1211 

Regular Sunday Average Attendance:  303 

REMEMBERéé  
to nominate a person 

on the pew note paper  
for the SEPTEMBER 

Quiet Disciple!   
FUMC JULY Quiet   

Disciples were DON & 
MARGIE MADDEN!! 



 

In updating records, we are missing many e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers which are 

very helpful in case of emergencies.  Please e-mail information in to Joy at fumccpr@tribcsp.com 

and in the subject line put UPDATE. 

Please remember to notify the church office always of any new addresses, phone numbers or        

e-mail addresses.   Thanks!   

Brianõs Contemplations       
 

      As it usually does, summer is going by quickly.  Hopefully  

you have had an opportunity to enjoy some of the beautiful  

days that we have experienced.  We have had some special  

events right here at church this summer that have been a blessing  

and a lot of fun.  Our Summer Musical, our Super Sunday Service  

and Neighborhood Picnic, our faithful Mission Dinners staff, and  

Vacation Bible School are a few that come to mind. 

 

      Summer is also a great time to vision and begin planning for the fall.  As a staff, we 

have been working hard at discerning Godôs call and moving forward in new and  

exciting ways.  Worship is one area where we have been moving forward with the     

recommendations that came from the hard work of our Joel Committee.  We hope that 

you have enjoyed the thoughtful creativity that has gone into making both of the    

morning worships sacred and special.  I am also very thankful for the blessing of Steve 

and Robin Grussendorf who have done an amazing job in such a short period of time 

with our new worship, The Third.  All of our amazing ministry leaders at The Third are 

a huge blessing as well.  Thank you to our Praise Team, our Sound Team, our Media 

Team, and our Hospitality Team.  Without you, we would not be able to provide this 

great, new ministry. 

 

       We are also very excited for our many program ministries such as our choirs,    

studies, Sunday School, and Youth Group to gear back up.  We have some great things 

planned for this fall that will hopefully help us to grow spiritually and expand as a faith 

community.  I invite us to think about where God may be calling us to Celebrate,     

Connect, and Serve Christ this fall. 

 

Blessings, 

Brian 

Robyn Reynolds Fischer with the death of her father in June in North Carolina. 

 

Your families are in our prayers. 

NEW ADDRESSES ~ PLEASE NOTE IN YOUR DIRECTORIES!! 

 DeToni-Hill Family, 4419 E Sawmill Rd, Park City, UT 84098,  

                      (435)214-7254 

   IN THE SONRISE ROOM!   
If there is anything to sign-up for it will appear here! 

Stop by and see what opportunities are available for you!!  
 

Check this table often as different opportunities will be  
 available throughout the year!  

 

Nichole Haines and Patrick Puettman were married on July 

17th, 2010 

   
  Blessings to you on your journey together! 

Sandy Sheppard Retires December 31, 2010 

SPRC Announces Search for New Treasurer 

 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee announces the retirement of Sandy Sheppard at the end of this 

calendar year.  She has served the church so graciously and effectively in this position since becoming 

our church treasurer in April 2003 ï over seven years!  Sandy and Ben will be taking winter residence in 

their Arizona home soon after the start of the new year.  We will miss Sandyôs positive attitude, spiritual 

presence and dedicated work style. 

 

The SPRC is searching for a new treasurer to train with Sandy before she leaves.  Applications are due 

by August 2 and may be picked up in the church office, along with a job description and list of general 

duties.  Applications should include 1) a completed application form, 2) a resume, and 3) a cover letter 

of interest.  The SPRC hopes to make a selection by September 2, and begin a transition in October with 

the new treasurer. 

mailto:fumccpr@tribcsp.com


NEEDED FOR FALL:  Children going into second 

grade or higher are needed as acolytes.  Training will be 

provided for anyone wanting to serve as an Acolyte.  

There is a sign up sheet in the SonRise Room.  Please 

sign up so we can schedule a training session in late   

August for the Fall.  You may also call  Alison 

Achacoso, the coordinator, for more information. 

TWO DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY GROUPS  
Tuesday and Wednesday Options ï Others by Request 

6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. or 9:30 a.m. 

 
Use the Disciple Bible Study Signup Sheet in the SonRise Room to Indicate 

Your Preferred Study and Best Meeting Day & Time 

You will be contacted by mid-August regarding the study and time. 
This basic, beginning ï and intensive ï Bible Study is for those who 

would like to read the entire Bible together in a structured way, with a 

skilled facilitator to lead group discussions.  A short video component 

provides insight from biblical scholars.  Participants commit to read 30 

minutes daily in preparation for class, and attend at least 75% of the 34 

class sessions, concluding the end of May, 2011. There is a $40 fee 

(can be paid over 9 months) for the materials. 
 

One additional ñadvancedò Disciple Bible Study Class will meet on a night  

different than the beginning course, and is for those who have either participated in the beginning Disciple Study 

(see above) or have read the entire Bible with a study group and would like to dig deeper.  Prospective students 

are invited to examine the Green Book (study of Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts), Yellow Book (study of    

wisdom and poetry literature, and Revelation), or Jesus in the Gospel (in depth study of Jesusô life and        

teachings).  Participants also commit to study 30 minutes daily and attend at least 75% of the 34 class sessions, 

concluding mid-May 2010.  There is a $40 fee (can be paid over 9 months) for the materials. 

 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR PREFERRED STUDY, DAY AND TIME  

ñBecoming Disciples Through Bible Studyò OR 

ONE OF THE OTHER THREE ADVANCED OPTIONS 

In the SonRise Room or by Calling the Church Office. 

For further information contact Revs. Steve Burnett or Brian Oliver ï 234-9385 

 

 

August Sundays in Worship 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary  

6:00 p.m. - Kings Corner 

 

 
Jesus told some amazing stories known as ñparables.ò  Join us Sunday mornings or evenings as we 

hear the stories and consider their impact on our own life stories. 

 

August 1 Stories Jesus Told About Open & Close Doors: The Persistent Widow 

Read Luke 18:1-8.  Another parable, similar to last weekôs, tells us to be persistent in 

prayer when it seems that God is not listening.  Join us as we celebrate Holy Communion 

in our three worship services. 

 

August 8 Stories Jesus Told About Nature: The Ravens 

  Read Luke 12:22-24 

Humans have worried about things ever since Adam & Eve; fear about our inabilities  

creates much anxiety.  Whatôs the value of that?  Today between worship services, to kick 

off this series on the parables of nature, we will have a blessing of the animals.  Bring 

your favorite pets at 10:00 a.m. 

 

August 15 Stories Jesus Told About Nature: The Weeds in the Grain 

Another parable about nature reveals Jesusô thinking about our perception of evil in the 

world, and how we deal with it.  Worship with us at either 8:30 or 11, then come up to 

Bear Trap Meadow on Casper Mountain for our annual end of summer picnic.  The bus 

will run! 

 

August 22 Stories Jesus Told About Work & Wages: The Unforgiving Servant 

The forgiving ways of God are meant to rub off on us, so that we practice with others 

what we have received from God.  Between services an Education and Ministry Fair will 

help us sign up for fall studies and events. 

 

August 29 Stories Jesus Told About Work & Wages: The Talents 

This parable about handling investments prompts us to recognize how the Lord holds us 

accountable for growing the kingdom with him.  During worship we will dedicate our 

teachers; Sunday School will kick off for our children. 

Join Us August 29 for the Teacher Dedication  

during worship and for fun and games in  

Fellowship Hall to Kick off the Sunday School year  

and meet the new Sunday School Teachers. 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?pageid=204&id=17

