Non-Profit Org.
U.8. Postage
PAID
Casper, WY
82601
Permit No. 149

open heatls

open minds
open doors

The EXPRESS Staff
Editor: Kathie Walker
Reporters: Members of FUMC

Next EXPRESS Deadline
Sunday, December 13, 2009
**Note deadline date change**

Email submissions encouraged:
fumcEXPRESS@hotmail.com

Information in this newsletter is for events

occurring after December 1, 2009

First United Methodist Church
Casper, Wyoming

BISHOP
Bishop Elaine Stanovsky
1-800-536-3736

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
Rev. Debra (Deb) Olenyik
307-632-6738

Senior Pastor
Steve Burnett

Associate Pastor
Brian Oliver

9

First United Methodist Church
332 East Second Street
Casper, WY 82601-2506

Return Service Requested

The EXPRESS

NOTE!! NEW OPEN OFFICE HOURS
9:300 12:30
&
1:300 4:00

First United Methodist Church Worship Services- 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

332 East Second Street The Third Contemporary Worship Service- 6:00 p.m.
Casper, Wyoming 82662506 Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.
Phone: 302349385 Chil drenods Church: 11: 00
Email: fumccpr@tribcsp.com
Website; www.fumccasper.com
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Join us through December for
Advent and Christmas
Special Events

Sunday, December 6
4:00 Intergenerational Advent FestiviaFellowship Hall
Tuesday, December 8
1000 nOver 80s0 Womenédés Luncheon
Sunday, December 13
1000 Chi Il drenédés Christmas Progra
12:00 Buck A Bowl Youth Fundraiser
Lunch and Decorated Plate Auction
6:00 Blue Christmas Worship and Desse€hapel and SonRise Rm
Tuesday, December 14
7:30 Casper Civic Chorale Concert
Wednesday, December 16
5:007 7:00  All- Church Christmas DinnérFellowship Hall
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services of Worship
5:00 Family Christmas Service (designed for young children)
6:00 The THIRD Contemporary ServieeKi ngés Corner Yout h
7:00 Traditional Christmas Servic@featuring handbell choir)
9:00 Traditional Christmas Servicéwith youth/college choir)
11:00 Service of Holy Communion(with guest soloists)
Tuesday, December 29
6:00 College and Young Adult Holiday Dinner at On the Border
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j,r W _ . m ATTENDANCE STATISTICS ||| 1™
nW| my own eyes | Ove
t6s now out in the ope 8:30 11:00 6:00 TOTALS e RBMEMBERé é t o

From the words of Simeon, found in Luke 23D (The Message) ||| October 25 168 122 103 380 ||| nominate a person

November1l 167 97 107 371
November 8 186 126 84 39 on the pew note

November 15 208 94 75 377 |||

aper
Every year when | prepare this December||| b?lihav%EpéEmBEﬁhrist
Day is less than six weeks away! By the time you read this article, less than four weeks! orthe

Are you ready? |H Quiet Disciple!
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One thing I dm ready to do is to see Christmas di ntIy OK, noFUWNQ\JEMBERffere
i néand

There are many traditions that | hope to exper. agali gam@methmcnmewas For
Christmas Eve would not be the same without the lighting of candles. Or the singing of I

Silent Night. Frankly, if | can be candid with you, some of the most blessed few minutes JANET GARNER!!
for me occur every year between midnight and 1:00 a.m. Christmas morning, after the last

Regular Sunday Total: 1524
Regular Sunday Average Attendan88l
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Christmas Eve service, when | get in theJ| fNANCIAL UPDATE i October 2009 October 31 2009 YTD

true fAisilent night. o I reflect on the dg

children, and hum the carols that, by noV GENERALFUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC)

joy of celebrating, again this year, our Donations and other ordinary income: $ 46,231  $ 440,051
Expenses: (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance,

But l dm still ready to see Christmas di ff maintenance, programs, Wider Missions) (55.,851) (470,835)

mystery and power of God to | ead us into
| anticipate as we approach Christmas that God will give me fresh insight into the presence
of Christ in my life. Perhaps God will give me a new vision of how my life, guided by the
Holy Spirit, can grow and be fruitful in the coming year.

Gain/Loss: ($ 9,620) ($30,786)

GENERAL FUND BALANCE $ 27,936

As we enter this Christmas seWdis®ingn p@lsrnios
It 6s ki ntdhionfk ilnigk ec hruer ¢ h, our United Met ho
to see church differentlyéto do church di

WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income): $ 5,979 $59,890

RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations, October)

We hope you will join with us in taking a fresh look at Christmas! By the end of
December, you may be able to say with Si
salvation! o

from your Senior PastorSteve

MEMORIALS

MISSIONS

HOLY CROSS

TATE BUILDING FUND
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT
ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS FAIR

$ 565
229

295

650
1,460
5,069




Jo Zagar with the death of her Mother, Marie Larson, on Denver on October 25th. Her
service was in Sun City, Arizona on November 3rd.
Gladys Gras and Familywith the death of her sister, Gloria Parizek on November 6th
& in Lincoln, Nebraska
Anita James & Family with the death of her husband, Bill James on November 11th in
Casper. Service was November 16th in the church.

Our Hearts
go out to...

The church holds its people in its prayers

Meeshla Lynn Bovee and Mekhi Ezra Bevee
Daughter and Son of Mariah Bovee and Grandchildren of Debbie Bovee
Malinda Marie Bulgrin , Adult Daughter of Larry & Beverly McCarty
Landas Marie Bulgrin, Daughter of Blake & Malinda (McCarty) Bulgrin
Brittlynn Marie Bulgrin, Daughter of Blake & Malinda (McCarty) Bulgrin

%)aptzsms -

this month

November 8th, joining the church were:
Connie Doll
Blake Bulgrin
Malinda Bulgrin
Austin Bulgrin
Landas Bulgrin
Brittlynn Bulgrin (Prepatory Member)
Autumn Bulgrin (Prepatory Member)
Bill Knight
Stephanie Knight

Welcome to your church home!!

In an effort to update records and keep them complete, please let us knownyailaddress and cell
phone numbers. In case of an emergency, the church is often one place that is called to reach feople.
Just drop me anmail with UPDATE in the subject line and | will get your records up to date! Alsg, if

you have not been receiving the newsletter, it may be because we have an incomplete address,jor you
have moved. Please notify us of that as well.

fumccpr@tribcsp.com
Thank you! --Joy

Wow! Can you believe that it is December already?

The old adage remains time tested and true that time flies L Ny ~
when youére having fun. ’\u'n’ ¢, 4Lhas
blessed and privileged to be a part of our church durlng\s\“& (™ / LY

the last year and a half. We thank you for your <P the, “»4, g

hospitality, hope, and willingness to lend a helping hand.us.,z,” & \

We hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving, and want S

to wish you a blessed and Merry Christmas as well.

The eventual and inevitable end of the calendar year
lends itself to a time of reflection and expectation. First,
the end of the year offers us the opportunity to reflect on what this year entailed for us
personally and communally. It is a time to reflect on and give thanks for the blessings
that we have enjoyed. It is also a time to reflect on some of the hard times that we have
endured as well. The ebb and flow of blessings and trials is not something that is new t
any of us. We have learned, as Jesus tells his disciples in John 16:33, that in this world
we wi || have troubl e. But thatoés not t
|l have overcome the worl d. o Il hope tha
during this past year. But even if that is not the case, Jesus reminds us to take heart
because better days are ahead.

That leads us to expectation. The ending of one year brings us to expectations of a
new year. The season of Advent exemplifies and embodies this spirit of expectation.
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we are reminded of the excitement that
his birth brings. Christés birth bring
lives. Itis because of his birth that we can dare to have extraordinary expectations for
the New Year that fast approaches. We can dare to have extraordinary expectations
because Christds birth reminds us that
remind us of the blessings of the past year, and of the hopeful expectations for the year
to come. Merry Christmas!

Blessings,
Brian

Pl ease remember é

When you get a new, or change, your mailing address, your phone number omyailiaddress,
please notify the church office. Also, let us know of births, deaths, marriages or hospitalizationg. Call
the church office at 302349385 so that we can keep our database current. You can also subm
information by contacting us through our web sitgiw.fumccasper.comYou may have a cell
phone number or-ma i | address we donmallitbday!Gi ve a qui gk c:

—



http://www.fumccasper.com

Alternative Christmas Fair oDecember 6, 2009

The second and final Alternative Christmas Fair of this season will be
Sunday, December 6 from 9:30ah®0pm in the Sonrise Room. The first

Fair on November 18 was hugely successful. We have ordered more goods
from Red Bird Mission in Appalachia, along with olive wood carvings from
Bethlehem and gifts from Kenya and Angola that benefit the United
Methodist Africa Partnership, as well as, 9 other mission projects.

Wh a t is the Alternative Christmas Fair?

relatives that also make a difference to many people here in the USA and
around the world. You can purchase the gift of a donation to our local Habitat
for Humanity (or buy one of their books or bags). You can buy a grocery card
for Natrona County Homeless Students and give your loved ones a Christmas

card that shows how you have supported this project. You can make a

donation to Central Wyoming Hospice in memory of someone and/or make

the gift to show your support and get a gift card.

Steve and | are grateful for the gifts we receive that help make a difference in
the world. For years, a dear friend has been giving us the gift of a donation to the Heifer Project
(sometimes a flock of chicks or a share of a water buffalo!). We are very pleased to see the support

for this organization that enables people in third world villages to becomsusiatient.

We all like to make a gift of something to place under the Christmas tree. Acharatl olive
wood piece from Bethlehem, a small piece of art from Africa, or a handcrafted object like a
wooden toy or pewter jewelry from Red Bird Mission is a memorable gift.

The projects at the Fair and the FUMC group staffing the table (in parentheses)
are: Red Bird Mission (UMW Hannah and Naomi Circle), Habitat for Humanity
(UMW Mary Martha Circle), Heifer Project International (UM Men), Holy Cross
Food Bank and Natrona County Homeless Students grocery cards (Sisters Bible
Study), Central Wyoming Hospice (FUMC Bell Ringers), Pennies for Peace
(Sunday School children),
Kicking My Seato), Wyoming Dementia Care
Bethlehem Imports (benefits UW Wesley Foundation, Laramie), Africa

Partnership (courtesy Joanie and Jim Calhoun), and Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, Cocoa and Chocolates.
These last three need some help staffing the table. If you can help staff a table or be a cashier for 1

2 hours, please call Ingrid at 28108. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Ingrid Burnett and Sandi McKenzie

an opPRL S hiS Yeaf)® P UV

FUMC Mission Team
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Christmas

LG o Play
C%m December 13,

Ko 8 s 5 2009
Lo YT 10:00 a.m.
(Between

Festival? Games, crafts, light supper,
make a family Advent wreath.

Date: December 6, 200
Time: 4:00 pmi 5:30 pm
iWheret dellpwshipr Halk

Come watch and learn the
TRUE meaning of the 12
Days of Christmas!!
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All Children are welcome to participate in thi:
year 6s childrenés C
Kathie Walker or visit the Sunday School
classes to learn about how each class will kga
participating OR just show up to the rehears:l.

Rehearsal Dates will be Saturday, Decembes 5 .
and Saturday, December 12 9:00-a12:00 g
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cWhat is Kidds Night Out? | t' s-- anighttoutforkidst t

' full of games, activities, movies, and lots of fun! Parents, what do you do
9, during this time?? ANYTHING YOU WANT!! Children ages birth through sixth

(R %tg@de carchior@e@m@_chu,rch fr@n 606 pon until §:90 pnfi fG an@vyening full .
(SOS %Lpﬁdayt iSkcihtd ®ls Chask ya,r ound a theme. Ki dé

- of every month.
9, A donation of $8 per child or $20 per family is requested. It is required that at
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© least one parent volunteer at least once per year. Qﬁ]},
Kidds Night Out: December i ®80pm2009 Qﬁp
W

W

W
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Reaqistration is Required by noon December 16!!

(Register by calling Kathie Walker, 234
kathiew@bresnan.net)

-9385 or by email
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