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 February 2010 

Worship Services -    8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

The Third Contemporary Worship Service -  6:00 p.m.  

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. -  10:45 a.m. 

Childrenôs Church:  11:00 a.m. service, Fellowship Hall 
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RENEW YOUR spirit during Lent  
and prepare for the  
Easter Celebration!  

 

                    Wednesday, February 17 

Ash Wednesday Worship at 1:00 p.m. in Chapel 

          and at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Sundays, February 21 ï April 4  

Worship at 8:30, 11:00 and 6:00 

ñSermon Series:  Jesusô Last Weekò 

 

March 29 ï April 2 ï 12:05 P.M. 

Holy Week Noon Lenten Services 

With Guest Preachers and Musicians 

Planned by Servants United of Casper 

with lunch options prepared by our United Methodist Women 

 

April 1 ï 7:00 P.M. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

Sanctuary of First UMC 

 

April 2, 7:00 P.M. 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

At Christ UMC (1868 S. Poplar) 

 

April 4, Easter Sunday Celebrations 

6:30 a.m. ï Sunrise Worship Service from Kings Corner Youth Center 

7:15 a.m. ï Easter Pancake Breakfast in Kings Corner Youth Center 

8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. ï Easter Celebrations of Worship 

9:45 a.m. ï Easter Fair for Children and Families ï Fellowship Hall 



REMEMBERéé to 
nominate a person 

on the pew note    
paper  

for the FEBRUARY 
Quiet Disciple!   

FUMC JANUARY 
Quiet Disciple was 

SEAN CUMMINGS!! 
 

  

  

 

    Consider This. . . 
 

ñ    When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage  

    and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he [Jesus]  

    sent two of his disciples. . .ò ï Mark 11:1 

 

    The Gospel of Mark, first written among the four New  

    Testament gospels, uses more than a third of its entire text to 

describe Jesusô last week leading up to his crucifixion.  The weekôs events begin with the 

above passage.  Must have been important to Mark! 

 

The last week of Jesusô life we call ñHoly Week,ò and here at First UMC we host Christian 

leaders from other Casper churches Monday - Friday in a series of short noon-time        

services of worship, followed by a soup and sandwich luncheon.  I hope you will make this 

a part of your Lenten experience March 29 ï February 2. 

 

If you read chapters 11-15 of Mark carefully, you will see that he demarcates what       

happens each day of that ñHoly Week,ò more clearly than the other writers.  He stretches 

that week out.  He wants us to know what happened each dayéeach important day. 

 

Thatôs what we are going to do during Lenten worship, which begins with Ash Wednesday 

February 17.  We will stretch out each day of Jesusô last week through the six Sundays of 

Lent, so we can dwell with Jesus on this journey of purpose and passion, as he made his 

way to Jerusalem, to the center of Jewish faith.  Please join us! 

 

Between now and Ash Wednesday, a team of eight Casperites will travel to Israel to walk 

the paths of Jesus, joining twenty-two other United Methodists from Wyoming and     

Colorado.  Please keep us in your prayers for this spiritual journey.  At the same time    

another team will be traveling to Brownsville, Texas, to serve at the Good Neighbor      

Settlement House along the Mexican border.  Likewise, please keep them in prayer as 

well. Both trips will offer tremendous experiences in mission education. 

 

Whether traveling away or journeying at home, may this Lenten season draw you more 

deeply into the mystery of Godôs love, and more committed to follow the way of Jesus.  
 

     . . .from your Senior Pastor, Steve 

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS  
 

  8:30 11:00    6:00      TOTALS   
December 20 215 158 81 454 

December 27 88 46 45 

January 3 377  68 

January 10 173 116 

January 17 166 105 

 

Regular Sunday Total:  

Regular Sunday Average Attendance:   

FINANCIAL UPDATE ï December 2009                                                  December 31      YTD 
                                                                                                                                              2009 
GENERAL FUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC) 
Donations and other ordinary income:                $   59,945      $ 546,739 
Expenses:    (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance, 

                         maintenance, programs, Wider Missions)                             (62,374)       (577,819)  
  
Gain/Loss:                                                                                                    ($  2,429)     ( $ 31,080)             

                     
 GENERAL FUND BALANCE    $  41,945 
 
 WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income):  $    7,369      $73,741 
           
RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations, December) 

MEMORIALS                    $   5025
 MISSIONS                         1343 

HOLY CROSS               300 
TATE BUILDING FUND                        1150  
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT                                   1175 
2009 CHRISTMAS OFFERING (Total Including November Donation)                  7326 
Given to (1)Family Promise of Casper, (2)Wind River Mission, (3)Good Neighbor  

 Settlement House in Brownsville, TX, site of FUMC Mission Trip, February 2010  



 

 

 

     

   

 

In an effort to update records and keep them complete, please let us know your e-mail address and cell 

phone numbers.  In case of an emergency, the church is often one place that is called to reach people.  

Just drop me an e-mail with UPDATE in the subject line and I will get your records up to date!  Also, if 

you have not been receiving the newsletter, it may be because we have an incomplete address, or you 

have moved.  Please notify us of that as well. 

 

fumccpr@tribcsp.com 

Thank you!   --Joy 

 

Coralei Shae Orth, Daughter of Bruce and Jessica Orth  

 was baptized on January 10, 2010 

Mataya Rose Orth, Daughter of Bruce and Jessica Orth 

 was baptized on January 10, 2010 

Leah Jean Malody, Daughter of Bryan and Heather (Thornton)  

 Malody was baptized on January 31, 2010 

      I hope and pray that this newsletter finds you and your loved 

ones doing well!  This month we are doing a two-part sermon series  

on love.  Those sermons are titled, ñA Heart for Generous Love,ò and  

ñA Heart for Genuine Love.ò  Without a doubt, Christ calls us to love  

generously and genuinely.  In turn, we need to be loved in that way  

as well.  The problem is that far too often we see and experience  

love with strings attached, or conditions in place.  Yet, we know  

that real love, true love, agape love is unconditional.  Christôs  

unconditional love for us is what gets many of us through the day, myself  

certainly included.  What a blessing it is to know that there is someone who  

loves us for who we are.  In turn, that kind of unconditional love gives us a  

powerful sense of acceptance and belonging. 

 

      Most of us, and most likely, all of us, want to be accepted.  We want to feel like we are a 

part of something; that we belong to something.  It seems that God has created us with an innate 

desire or perhaps even need to feel a sense of acceptance and belonging.  As a result, we often 

seek out groups or social settings such as professional organizations, social clubs, or sports 

teams, that offer us a sense of acceptance and belonging. 

 

     While each of those social connections listed above are beneficial and important to our 

growth and well being, there is one not listed, that when meeting its full potential, can change 

lives.  As you have probably guessed, it is the Church.  When the Church is running on all     

cylinders, it is the one place where we are loved unconditionally and can be accepted and belong 

for who we are.  Now, I am not suggesting that we can intentionally live a life contrary to the 

life Christ calls us to live, and expect to find acceptance or belonging regardless of our actions.  

But I am saying that there will inevitably and invariably be times in our life when we need the 

unconditional love and support of others. 

 

      It is in those times that the Church, through Christ, can be the transforming force that Christ 

has commissioned it to be.  We need each other.  We need each other when times are tough in 

our lives.  We need each other when we are struggling with a difficult situation.  We need each 

other when we are lonely.  We need each other when we are sad or hurt.  We need each other to 

celebrate with when something great happens as well.  The Church is a place where we can feel 

free to laugh or cry or both.  The Church is a place where all can be accepted and belong       

because all belong to Christ.  In this New Year, I hope and pray that we will all find, right here 

in our great church, unconditional love, and a sense of acceptance and belonging. Let us extend 

it to others as well. 

 

Blessings, 

Brian 

  

Galactic Blast will be the theme for  

this yearôs VBS.  I am currently  

recruiting leaders, helpers, and all  

other volunteers for the exciting  

week of fun!  We need lots of help.   

If you are interested, please call  

Kathie Walker at the church office. 

 

 

GALACTIC BLAST  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

JULY 12 -  16 

9:00 AM -  11:45 AM  



February Sundays in Worship 
8:30 a.m. ï Informal Worship - Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. ï Traditional Worship ï Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m. ï ñThe Thirdò ï Kingôs Corner 

 
February Sunday worship is divided in half by Ash Wednesday!  The 

first two Sundays we will pay attention to what God is teaching us 

about the power of love in our hearts and our world.  Jesus acted out that love in his life 

and teachings, and no more passionately than during his last week on earth, which we 

will discover our worship ushers in the beautiful and contemplative season of Lent. 

 

February 7 ñA Heart for Generous Loveò 

The baseline of Christianity is love of God, neighbor and self.  This kind of love does not 

hedge its bets nor preserve its bounty, but is generous in all ways.  Join 

Rev. Bob Firebaugh as he leads us at all three services in reflection on 

this theme.  We will also experience the ñlove poured out for you, and 

for manyò as we share in Holy Communion at the morning services. 

 

February 14 ñA Heart for Genuine Loveò 

This second part of our ñheartò theme coincides with St. Valentineôs 

Day, when we remember the ancient saint and his love for others.  We 

will consider what it means to love God, self and neighbor genuinely. 

 

February 21 ñJesus Last Week:  A Passionate En-

tranceò (Sunday) 

Prepare for worship by reading Mark 11:1-11. 

During these six Sundays in Lent leading up to Easter, we will read in 

Markôs gospel about the last week of Jesusô life before his triumphant 

resurrection, Sunday through Saturday.  Itôll seem a little odd, but very engaging, as we 

spread out Jesusô last seven days over these six Sundays of Lent (plus Maundy         

Thursday). 

 

February 28 ñJesus Last Week: Condemnationò(Monday) 

Prepare for worship by reading Mark 11:12-19. 

On Monday of Jesusô last week, ñDonôt Mess With Jesusò could be the theme as 

he cursed a fig tree and condemned sacrilege in the Temple.  What does that 

mean to us?  Weôll look at the role of righteous anger and active protest in the life 

of Christian faith. 

 
Interested in joining the AUDIO/VISUAL MINISTRY?  Do you have an           

interest with electronics, computers, graphic design, audio -visual?  If so, come 

and join us in this growing ministry.  It doesnôt matter if you donôt have       
experience ï weôll train you!   

 
The Audio/Visual Team is transitioning to a new worship projection computer 
program, called Easy Worship, to project video, lyrics, and sermon slides to 

lead the congregation in a visually enhanced worship.  For more information 
or to RSVP call Teresa Lebsock at 473 -8708.  

  

AUDIO/VISUAL TEAM  
  

INTRODUCTION  & TRAINING  

for YOUTH AND ADULTS  
  

Training Session  

Saturday, February 13 th  @ 1:00pm  

  
 

United Methodist Women gave to 10 areas 

for Missions in December.   
 

The World Thank Offerning 

UMCOR - United Methodist Council on Relief 

Warren Village for women and children  

      in Denver 

The Denver Urban Ministries 

     In Casper:  The Child Development Center 

       Holy Cross 

      Interfaith Clearing House 

              CWCC Women and Children 

               Self Help Center 
 

United Methodist Women will be having a Valentine Cookies Sale on February 14.  Bring cookies to be 

bagged on February 13 at 11:00 a.m. in the SonRise Room.  Please stay to help bag cookies if you can. 

 

MEN:  Donôt buy your honey a carat...Buy her some Valentine cookies.   

 

All proceeds go to our mission giving programs. 

 

The over 80ôs brunch will be in May 2011 instead of December due to snow getting in our way in           

December. 


