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The Three Kings Arrive!
Epiphany Celebration

January 3, 2010
8:30 am and 11:00 am services

Invite your friends and cworkers
to this beautiful, majestic pagea
of the three kings as they arrive |
find the Christ child. Thisis a
service not to be missed! Man
thanks to our youth and young
adult groups for giving us this
wondefrfilled expression of faith
and hope. Holy Communion wi
also be celebrated as our new y
of worship begins.



Consider This. . .

On more than one occasion in his letters, Paul used imagery

from footraces to make his point. At the end of Il Timothy, |||

as he neared the end of his life, he wrote how he had
Afinished the raceéo On several occasi
the image of a relay race, where each runner of the relay team hands off a baton to the m
runner who will take it for their measured distance before handing it off again.

mv iFor | handed on to you as of &/ =/~ =/~ =/~ =/ = S=7rn
(91 W/‘/ received. . .0
: /‘%/ From the words of Paul, found in 1 Corinthians 15:3 (NRSV) ||| ATTENDANCE STATISTICS |||
/ﬂ/’"’
_—
/

Paul believed that the spread of Christ&
recognized throughout his life, as well as near the end of his life, that he was in compan

with other leaders, some of whom he saved, trained and coached, who could take the baton

of early church leadership to the next level.

Paul especially recognized the i mportan
hand off religiously; a dropped baton is usually devastating in a race. It will nearly alway$
keep that team from placing in the contest.

Il n the church we call our hand offs a ¢ti
always paid attention to our hand offs as carefully as relay teams. And we have someti
suffered as a consequence.

During the month of January at First UM
committees, task groups (whatever we call them!) by asking BOTH the 2009 and 2010
groups to meet together that month for introductions, training anesgtimg. In some
committees, officers will be selected (or elected). OK, so it requires leaders to serve thir-
teermont h terms in a Ayearo rather than t
the extra month well worth the effort.

| &m sure you have hand offs in your per g

promise and peril. How we handle those relays tells much about our trust in one another
and in God. May God be with us in all transitions, whether at church or home.

.. .from your Senior PastorSteve
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REMEMBEREé é t
8:30 11:00 6:00 TOTALS nominate a person
November 22 190 120 01 401 |||
November29 178 116 72 366 on the pew note
December 6 116 82 59 257 (storm!) . .
December 13 222 107 48 377 to thpapeprinthian
for the JANUARY

Regular Sunday Total: 1401
Regular Sunday Average Attendan@&s0

FINANCIAL UPDATE i November 2009

GENERAL FUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC)

Donations and other ordinary income:

Expenses: (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance,
maintenance, programs, Wider Missions)

Gain/Loss:

GENERAL FUND BALANCE

WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income):

RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations, November)
MEMORIALS
MISSIONS
HOLY CROSS
TATE BUILDING FUND
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT

Quiet Disciple!
MUMCE DEEEMBER d
Quiet Disciple was
JERRY SLEEP!

November 30

YTD

$ 46,744

,(44,609)

2009
$ 486,793

(515,444)

$ 2,135

$ 6,482

($ 28,651)

$ 45,071

$66,372

175
290
465
890
1,245
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It is amazing and astonishing to think that the New Year

& December 3rd. Her service was December 23rd at the church. exciting and frightening. No matter how hard we try to stop or P -
ﬁ) The church holds its people in its prayers slow them down, the clock and calendar continue to consistentl;; . :"Z G < Y
Our Hearts move forward. For most of us, maybe even for all of us, 2009 F*alf# (™ 4 LY

go out to... was probably filled with both blessings and challenges. Some"é'gm o Sy

i LTI
Celebrating the births of Drake & Eleanor Mendeck , on December \)‘NIO/I’ \ljvse:gab%gs;ﬁ;);?eegeer?tced more of one than the other, but both sﬁl}" \
1st. Children of Gavin & Jennifer (Sheppard) Mendeck Q&S Just as last year was filled with both blessings and

challenges, the dawning of a new year can bring both excitement

and fear. Our excitement tends to percolate as we ponder the

potential and possibilities that are set before us. Our fear tends to captivate us as we are cour
by feelings of comfort and complacency born out of our experiences with what is familiar. We
are then left with two options. One, we can move forward by leaning into our excitement and
trusting that God is leading us into a promising future of potential and possibility. Or two, we
can attempt to stay put and stagnant by leaning into our fear, and thus being left behind.

Autumn Bulgrindés baptism didnot @reof myfavostgsioriesin theGid T gsfameate@nesigm the book of Joshua. In chapte

Celebrating the birth of Leah Jean Malody on December 2nd.
Daughter of Bryan & Heather (Thornton) Malody

Celebrating the birth of Sterling Kenneth Baker on December 4th.
Son of Kenny & Candace (Wartick) Baker

and we wanted to be sure and point out her important day. three of Joshua, the Israelites are preparing to cross over into the land that God ha§ promised
< ~ Congratulations on your baptism, Autumn! them. After_ all _tho_se years of wandering qnd wallowing in @he W|Idernes_s, the dawning of a
%dpmf—-— new beginning is right in front of the Israelites. The only thing left to do is cross over the
thas month Jordan River. Crossing over brings the element of excitement, but also brings the facet of fear
L The I sraelites are familiar with what is o
=L is on the other and unknown side of the ri
Justin & Erin Siems: 6631 S Springs Dr, Casper, 82604 ﬁ and cross over into a time of untapped and unlimited potential and possibility.
_ _ ChUTYCh Like the Israelites, it is my hope that
Please remember to notify the church office always of any new adflresses, phodireCfOY] promise of blessings and a new beginning. Undoubtedly, 2010 will bring us challenges, but
numbersoremai | addresses. We dondt wan vpdafe ° 7° ith' God feBdinty'us, lit will unequivocally bring blessings as well. May we move forward with
the confidence that Gododés presence will em

blessings will equip us to live into the potential and possibility that God has set before us.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

In an effort to update records and keep them complete, please let us knownyailaddress and cell ]
phone numbers. In case of an emergency, the church is often one place that is called to reach feople. Blessings,
Just drop me an-mail with UPDATE in the subject line and | will get your records up to date! Alsg, if Brian

you have not been receiving the newsletter, it may be because we have an incomplete address,jor you

have moved. Please notify us of that as well.

fumccpr@tribcsp.com Thank you to everyone that we had the pleasure of working with and for last year! We look forward to anpther
I - wonderful and adventurous year ahead for FUMC!! Have a very blessed 2010.

Thank you! --Joy

T'Your Church Staff Members




Missions Team
Chairperson: Merritt Benson

January Sundays N WO_fSth Participants: Blithe Cummings, Becky Ford, Anne Marken, Jim Potter, Jerry/Gale Sleep, Jim/
8:30 and 11:00 a.mi Morning Services . Connie Wiseman, Ingrid Burnett, Gene and Bonnie Rohrbeck, and others as special mission prc
6:00 p.m. in Kings Corneri A The Thirdo are developed. Open to new team members!

=

' N

rl Wisemen from the East, ofmustn call ed the At hr E\éVquomlnq and Membership Cultivation Team

: . : Rairpérson: Bidna Applegate
have been quite courageous when they defied the orders of King Herod, Participants: Julie Horsch, Debbie Tucker and Della Works

to return to him with information about the baby in Bethlehem. Their Very open to others who would like to help us with this ministry of hospitality!

F fearless act in response to spiritual guidance has been multiplied many times over
by missionaries, lay leaders, and pastors. Join us at one of these three services as we
tackle some of the changes facing us, our church and our world. Invite family, friends
and neighbors to worship with us!

Memorials Committee
Judy Bowlsby, Janet Garner
(others welcomed to serve)

January 3 Fearless: Bring It On! The Three Kings Service

On .th's special Su_nday at 8:30 and 11:00 our youth and young adults, with much ab_le Visitors: Linda Babb, Irma Bideau, Linda Brubaker, Bea Leafdale, Judy Van Rensselaer, Jack
assistance from director Janet Garner and a host of adults, will present our Three Kings Strickland

Pageant with Holy Communion. At 6:00 p.m., The Third service will explore the

AFearl esso0 theme guided by-12 Hee Tkirdsewicest ory found in Matthew 2

Membership Care and Nurture (Hospital and Homebound Visitation Team)

Engiowment Committee

praise band will help us launch the New Year with vibrant, expressive music. Chairperson: to be elected at first 2010 meeting
Gary Becker, Ronna Boril, George Bryce, Dana Deuel, Mark Milliken, Nancy Potter, Chuck Schmitt, Greg
January 10  Fearless: Bring On Personal Change! Tucker
In addition to the wise men, John the Baptist preached about personal change. He
himself was fearless in his message, to the point that he was executed by the state. Our Education Committee
Choraleer childreno6s choir will sing at 8:30 and Cbhsatnicldl behoé¢ar vatt eigplD®ase express inte

January 17  Fearless: Bring on Injustice!
On this Human Relations Day we will remember the call of Jesus fashioned from the

prophet | saiahd6s message: to faithfully a i tical i s es waor | .
The Crusaders youth choir will sing at 8:30 worship, and our Chancel Choir at 11:00. P | é A |\FO T é‘lb Oci\lf %lH E MI % Sl

BROWNSVI LLE, TXe.

January 24  Fearless: Bring on Change in the Church!
We are blessed on this Sunday to welcome to our pulpit Rev. Dr. Eric Smith, one of our

finest RMC preachers. Our Cherub Choir of youngest children will sing at both services, UNITED META(;n;SIHvDLJI(T-EERS I MISSION

and our Chancel Choir at 8:30. Chnistian tave tx nctine!  CalING all Methodists!! We need your help! In early February, our
FUMC Missions Team will spend a week along the Mexican

January 31  Fearless: Bring On Fishy People! border in Brownsville, Texas. We will be serving the local poor and under-privileged through a

The light of Christ during this season of Epiphany shines on the deepest human needs, Methodist-sponsored organization called the Good Neighbor Settlement House. They have
someti mes most evident in people we might [||[cdanestedguehelpifprogdingthe following fleqesr\s't'es #ligpgsablg i@zors, $miallisaaps gnd ¢ |
are they? Will the gospel, in changing the lives of others, change us? Our Koinonia small bottles of shampoo, trash bags (45 - 50 gallon), Styrofoam cups and paper cups, toilet

Hand Bell choir will ring at both services, and our Chancel Choir will sing at 8:30. paper, and chlorine bleach for disinfectant. . . o
Please bring the donated items to the collection box in the Koinonia Room (near the

elevator door). Our deadline to receive these items will be Monday, February 1st.
Questions?? Please call Blithe Cummings @ 265-3322 or Merritt Benson @ 234-5787.



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fumcodessa.org/images/VIM.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fumcodessa.org/how_we_serve.php&usg=__sFKNYDfYj5Xs6R282MWTF2dY34k=&h=460&w=700&sz=48&hl=en&start=3&sig2=-HI5qUkSMldrx4FBmNyu8g&tbnid=HoCt20UYGaLu4M:&tbnh=92&t

The Wednesday Morning
Class will be starting a new
study on

Church Leadership 2010

The following church leaders were elected at the November 23 church conference to serve us in 2010.
Their faithful service this coming year in these administrative ministries will allow many other leaders in

education, worship and ad¢gvel ministries to follow their calling. The Minor Prophets

Sisters will be starting a
new book by Max Lucado,
Fearless. . Imagine your
life, wholly untouched by
angst. What if faith, not
fear, was your default
reaction to threats? If you could hover

Board of Stewards Anyone is welcome to join this group.
Chairperson: Karen Tomasini We meet every Wednesday morning a fear magnet over your heart and
Vice-Chairperson: Phil Johnson Members at Large:  Claranne Cannon from 9:30 am to 12:00 noon in the extract every last shaving of dread,
Secretary: Linda Brubaker Mecky Ford arlor. Call Virginia Beattv or Kathie insecurity, and doubt, what would
Lay Leader: Susan Giriffith Marvin Nolte P n 9 y _ remain? Envision a day, just one day,
Worship Usher/Greeter Leader: Donna RothOne Rep. from Each Church Committee/Team Walker if you have any questions. OR when you could trust more and fear
Lay Members of Annual Conference: Joy Clark and Susan Griffith just show up. We would love to have less. Can you imagine your life
you join us! without fear? Join us Wednesday
Staff Parish Relations Committee Nights from 7:00 - 8:30 in the Parlor.
Chalrperson: tobeeIeCtedatJanuarymeetlng EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
Class of 2010: Kelly Eastes, Cheryl Gray and Tom Hartnett ' H
Class of 2011: Rachelle Tucker, Alan Cummings, Richard McKenzie = Jim and Deanna Archibald wish to thank Janet Garner for contacting her
Class of 2012: Bob Wanbaugh, Bob Maxwell, Mike Achacoso = aunt and uncle in Winfield, KS in September right after Jim's :
Lay Leadership Selection and Development Committee E apmdent_.They were _Very helpfulThank you ROSMer for you_r E
Chairperson: Steve Burnett = friendship andn helping us through the prayer chain during Jim's :
Class of 2010: Lin I;/icg-ihaif&v?rsonis WinnDe ﬁg?ttT ) : accident. Thank you Steve and Brian for all your prayers and con- :
ass o : Linda Brubaker, Winne Scott, Debbie Tucker . o : : .
Class of 2011: Mark Milliken, Jerry Sleep. Bob Wanbaugh : cems. God does answer prayerdm is doing much better now but still ha_s
Class of 2012: Tanya Peterson, Kelly Schweda, Jane Sizemore : along ways to goDeanna .
Board OfTruSteeS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEmmmd
Chairperson: to be elected at January meeting
Class of 2010: Vickie Cathey, Joe Kennedy, Dave Korenke Thank you to all who donated to the Wind River

Class of 2011: Jeanne Aro, Julie Le&sebaugh, Jeanne Tomb

Class of 2012: Dennis Gazdiewich, Peggy Meining, Rhett Pigg

Finance Committee
Chairperson: to be elected at January meeting

Class of 2010: Dallen Juelfs, Denny Swafford Stewardship Chair: Marvin Nolte R A e e e e e A e B e B e e e B e e e B L L L L e B R L e L R L R L 0e e 20

Class of 2011 Zike Hansen. Nancy Potter Financial Secretary: Jack Price How about buying a Groceries for Youth gift card? There are two types of cards available for p
: , ' Smithdés and Safeway.

such as gas, pharmacy, department stores, jewelry stores, and many others. Come see us for

Class of 2012: Jacky Bailey, Dean Boril Treasurer: Sandy Sheppard

However, the best pa

Christmas Barrel for toys and for buying presents
for the families on the Wind River Reservation.

*:hase:

it 0
comple

list! So far in 2009, we have been able to donate $2,000 for our youth activities. THANK YOU!’2 We

receive a check based on 4% of our sales. So come by our table every Sunday in the SonRise

iand help support our youth.

ioom
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