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Sunday, July 18, 2010 
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Phone:  307-234-9385 
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 July 2010 

Worship Services -    8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

The Third Contemporary Worship Service -  6:00 p.m.  

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. -  10:45 a.m. 

Childrenôs Church:  11:00 a.m. service, Fellowship Hall 
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JULY 11 

10:30 Worship 

and 6TH ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC!  

and MISSION OP ï FOOD/HEALTH FOR HOMELESS  
 
Itôs a summer day like none other!  One combined worship 

service starts the day at 10:30 (no 8:30 or 11:00 services 

today!).  Then we will reach out to the neighborhood with 

our annual community picnic.  Please contact the office at 

234-9385 to offer your help.  We will also have a ñSuper 

Collection ñof Canned Foods and Health Care Items for 

the Homeless.  Donôt miss this Sunday at First UMC! 

*Please come join us for The Third at 6:00 pm in 

Kings Corner. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This will be the last hard copy of the newsletter you will 

receive unless you have notified the church office.  A test email copy will also be 

sent out.  Please notify us if you have any difficulty seeing the newsletter with the 

link provided in the email. 



      Consider This. . . 
     ñWith what can you compare the kingdom of Godé.It is  

     like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 

     the smallest of all the seedsé; yet when it is sown it grows 

   up and becomes the greatest of all shrubséò 

Jesusô teaching as recorded in Mark 4:30-32 
 

    Some folks chided me for planting vegetable seeds about ten days before 

    Memorial Day, the traditional planting weekend in Casper.  And even  

    then, you hold your breath (as I did for the frost warning June 17).  But the 

    little plants are up and growing, with much help from early June rains and 

    now late June sunshine. 

 

As I watch the garden grow, a host of scriptures come to mind.  Thatôs because Jesus used garden imagery 

throughout his teachings.  While most of us picture Israel as one very dry, rocky country, the fact is that the 

northern part of Israel, particularly the Galilee area where Jesus spent much of his short life, is quite green and 

fertile. 

 

Why did Jesus talk about gardens?  Because he was interested in growth.  The mystical, through-the-night 

growth of grains and vegetables and herbs ï with limited human effort ï spoke to the empowering actions of 

his Father, the one who gives life, and life abundant (John 10:10). 

 

Peter believed that spiritual growth was so important that he and his community encouraged all followers of 

Jesus to ñégrow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savioréò  (2 Peter 3:18). 

 

How are you growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus?  Itôs a lifelong journey.   

 

You can join a study group at First UMC.  In July Iôm offering a Bible Study on ñSerious Answers to Hard 

Questions.ò  This Fall, Sisters Groups will offer Bible study opportunities for women.  Sunday School classes 

ï SOS, The Purpose-Drive Life, and The Thoughtful Christian will help us grow on Sunday mornings.       

Disciple Bible Study classes for intensive reading of scripture will be available. 

 

As my own garden begins to bear fruit this Fall, I hope youôll join me in growing as well, that we might all 

become more fruitful followers of Jesus Christ. 

...from your Senior Pastor, Steve 

FINANCIAL UPDATE ï May 2010                                                         
GENERAL FUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC)         Current Mo.     YTD 
Donations and other ordinary income:                $   48,169       $249,164 
Expenses:    (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance,                                 47,641         242,494 
                         maintenance, programs, Wider Missions)                            
Gain/Loss:                                                                                                    $         528        $    6,670 

                                               
 GENERAL FUND BALANCE    $  48,721 
 
 WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income):  $    7,322        $30,660 
           
RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations, April) 

MEMORIALS       $        170       MIS-
SIONS                 421 

HOLY CROSS                 200 
TATE BUILDING FUND                         1,522  
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT                                       532 
EASTER OFFERING FINAL                         5,517 
Thank you for your Easter support, which has gone to support our sister church in Mata-

moros, Mexico; the Good Neighbor Settlement House in Brownsville, TX; Wind River Indian Mission 
in WY; and Family Promise of Casper. 

$100 ï 100 DAYS CAMPAIGN   
REMEMBER - We need help in keeping up with increased costs of continuing and 

new worship, programs, and building maintenance!  If each family or individual giver at 
FUMC can save and donate $1 a day for 100 days (think: less than the price of soda, coffee, 
or candy!), we can go a long way toward keeping our church in a healthy financial position.   
Please help if you can!   

THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE ALREADY DONATED!  

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS  
 

  8:30 11:00    6:00      TOTALS   
 

May 2  147 104 65 316 

May 9  208 158 35 401 

May 16  211   97 40 348 

May 23  197 133 51 381 

May 30  116 74 44 234 

 

Regular Sunday Total:  1680 

Regular Sunday Average Attendance:  336 

REMEMBERéé  
to nominate a person 

on the pew note paper  
for the JULY Quiet      

Disciple!   
FUMC JUNE Quiet  

Disciple was RACHEL 
DRURY!! 

GOING PAPERLESS ~NEWSLETTER UPDATE ï 
NEW INFORMATION! 

Just  a reminder that we will be running the paper form of newsletters only 
to those we have heard from!  (And the group of people 75 and older     

automatically -unless otherwise requested).  

 
Our web site is www.fumccasper.com  You can e-mail me through that site or 
directly at fumccpr@tribcsp.com. 

       Thank you! 
       Joy Clark, Administrative Coordinator 

http://www.fumccasper.com
mailto:fumccpr@tribcsp.com


 

In updating records, we are missing many e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers which are 

very helpful in case of emergencies.  Please e-mail information in to Joy at fumccpr@tribcsp.com 

and in the subject line put UPDATE. 

Please remember to notify the church office always of any new addresses, phone numbers or        

e-mail addresses.   Thanks!   

Brianõs Contemplations       
 

      Aloha!  I thank you for allowing our family to spend a  

blessed couple of weeks together in Hawaii.  A big thank  

you is in order to our top-notch staff and Rev. Dr. Bob  

Firebaugh for making the trip a possibility as well.  Our  

church and staff family display the Hawaiian concept of  

óohana, which means family in an extended sense of the  

term including blood-related, adoptive or intentional. It  

emphasizes that family members are bound together and must cooperate with and  

remember one another.  For example, even though I am an in-law to all of my island 

family, rarely is my first name used.  Instead, I am uncle, cousin, bruddah, and  

sometimes jokingly, at least I hope, haole (white person).  As someone who is not a big 

hugger when it comes to relative strangers, Iôve had to get used to Chrisôs or Noeôs large 

family hugging and kissing me whether I am comfortable with it or not.  But that is a 

part of óohana.  It is a part of being in the family.   

       As the Body of Christ, we too are bound together, working together and lifting one 

another up in and at all times.  However, there are times that family can be difficult 

when it comes to cooperation or unity (insert in-law joke).  Yet, Jesus reminds us that all 

who strive to do the will of God are a part of His family.  Knowing that none of my  

in-laws receive our newsletter, I feel relatively safe in saying that there are some that I 

would much rather hang out with than others.  But at the same time, I know that God 

has called me to love all of them the same.  Similarly, while we all have certain family 

and friends that we prefer to others, we are called to love all equally.  This is no small 

feat.  Amen.  What gives me perspective when it comes to óohana is knowing that for all 

of my hang ups and mess ups, Godôs love for me is not less than it is for anyone else.  

My hope is that each of us experiences the feeling of óohana beyond our ñtypicalò  

family.  I know that you, as a congregation, have blessed us with that feeling.  Mahalo!   

 

Blessings, 

Brian  

P.S. none of the above in-law jokes are directed at my truly awesome mother-in-law!       

Becky Ford and Sheila Patton and all of the relatives of  Shirley Faye Boyles who 

passed away on May 23rd.  Graveside and Memorial services were held May 27th at 

Highland Cemetery and the church with a reception afterwards. 

 

Dorothy Harrison  with the death in March of her husband, William H. Harrison .  A 

graveside service was held June 5th at Highland Cemetery. 

 

A memorial service was held for Pat Hagemeier on June 3rd at Oregon Trial Chapel.  Her death was    

 previously published last September. 

 

A Graveside Memorial Service will be held for Virginia Jay  on July 16th at 10:00 a.m. in Rapid City, SD  

at Pine Lawn memorial Park. 

 

Your families are in our prayers. 

NEW ADDRESSES ~ PLEASE NOTE IN YOUR DIRECTORIES!! 

 

Jeanette Brakke, Primrose Residence, 1865 S Beverly Unit 232, Casper, WY 

 82609 

 

Jack Lore, 4050 E. 14th St, Casper, 82609 

 

Rev. Margaret Gillikin, 1119 Airport Rd. #A4, Salida, CO 81201 

 

Dorothy Elledge, Park Place, 3955 E 12th St, #107, Casper, 82609 

 

Ted & Jackie Lee, 1143 Sagebrush St, Cody, WY 82414, (307)702-0757 

Jacob Travis Dandridge Son of David and Laura (Butler) 

 Dandridge was baptized on June 13th at the 11:00 service. 

   IN THE SONRISE ROOM!   
 
 If there is anything to sign-up for it will appear here! 

 Stop by and see what opportunities are available for you!!  
Check this table often as different opportunities will be  

 available throughout the year!  

mailto:fumccpr@tribcsp.com


WYOMING MISSION OPPORTUNITY 
        Mark your calendar now to join us September 19 - 24, 2010, as we return      
  to the Wind River Indian Reservation for another week of mission work and         
fellowship.  As before, we will stay and work at the Wind River Indian Baptist  
Center near Ft. Washakie.  Plan to join us for this memorable and meaningful 
week of Christian service. 
 No special skills are requiredðonly a willing heart.  We are especially in 
need of a volunteer to lead the Kitchen Crew.  This person would plan and       
organize meals, and prepare food for the mission team.   

 Team size will be limited to 15, so please contact Merritt Benson at      
234-5787 if you are  interested in going. 

NEEDED:  Children going into second grade or higher 

are needed as acolytes.  Training will be provided for 

anyone wanting to serve as an Acolyte.  There is a      

summer sign up sheet in the SonRise Room.  Please 

write your name on this schedule.  You may also call  

Alison Achacoso, the coordinator, to schedule your time. 

TWO DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY GROUPS  
Tuesday and Wednesday Night Options ï Others by Request 

6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 

 
Use the Disciple Bible Study Signup Sheet in the SonRise Room to Indicate 

Your Preferred Study and Best Meeting Day & Time 

You will be contacted by mid-August regarding the study and time. 

 
This basic, beginning ï and intensive ï Bible Study is for those who 

would like to read the entire Bible together in a structured way, with a 

skilled facilitator to lead group discussions.  A short video component 

provides insight from biblical scholars.  Participants commit to read 30 

minutes daily in preparation for class, and attend at least 75% of the 34 

class sessions, concluding the end of May, 2011. There is a $40 fee 

(can be paid over 9 months) for the materials. 
 

One additional ñadvancedò Disciple Bible Study Class will meet on a night   

different than the beginning course, and is for those who have either participated in the beginning Disciple Study 

(see above) or have read the entire Bible with a study group and would like to dig deeper.  Prospective students 

are invited to examine the Green Book (study of Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts), Yellow Book (study of    

wisdom and poetry literature, and Revelation), or Jesus in the Gospel (in depth study of Jesusô life and        

teachings).  Participants also commit to study 30 minutes daily and attend at least 75% of the 34 class sessions, 

concluding mid-May 2010.  There is a $40 fee (can be paid over 9 months) for the materials. 

 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR PREFERRED STUDY, DAY AND TIME  

ñBecoming Disciples Through Bible Studyò OR 

ONE OF THE OTHER THREE ADVANCED OPTIONS 

In the SonRise Room or by Calling the Church Office. 

For further information contact Revs. Steve Burnett or Brian Oliver ï 234-9385 

July Sundays in Worship 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary  

6:00 p.m. - Kings Corner 
Jesus told some amazing stories known as ñparables.ò  Join 

us Sunday mornings or evenings as we hear the stories and 

consider their impact on our own life stories. 

 

July 4  Stories Jesus Told About Being Lost & Found: Coins & Sheep 

Read Luke 15:4-10.  ñLostò TV series struck some kind of chord with American viewers.  

Wonder why?  On this 4th of July, we will consider what it means to find our soul,       

well-being and purpose.  Brass will help us celebrate this Sunday, and we will also offer 

the sacrament of Holy Communion, a table where all are welcomed. 

 

July 11 Stories Jesus Told About  Being Lost & Found: A Good Samaritan 

SUPER  Read Luke 10:25-37.  ONE MORNING SERVICE ONLY at 10:30. SUNDAY  

  This familiar story of the Good Samaritan will remind us of Godôs calling to engage with  

  those who have been beat up by the world.  After worship, we will have a Neighborhood  

  Picnic with burgers and hotdogs.  Join us, and invite your neighbors! 

 

July 18 Stories Jesus Told About Open & Closed Doors: Faithful Servants 

Read Luke 12:32-48.  This difficult set of stories are combined by Luke to tell us      

something about Jesusô understanding of what it means to be a faithful follower: living a 

life of integrity, loyalty and whole-hearted devotion.  Lu Dwyer will be our soloist at the 

morning services. We will join with Galactic Blast VBS in taking a special offering today 

for ñNo Malaria.ò 

 

July 25 Stories Jesus Told About Open & Closed Doors: A Bold Neighbor 

Read Luke 11:5-13.  This story, and series of sayings that follow, describe the persistence 

Jesusô encourages his disciples to have with God, who in turn is ready to respond with a 

generous spirit.  Jessica Weiss will be our soloist at the morning services. 

 

Out all weekend camping?  Come as you are for 

ñThe Thirdò at 6:00 p.m. in Kings Corner 


