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WEEKDAY OFFICE HOURS 

9:30ð12:30 

& 

1:30ð4:00 

  CHURCH CONFERENCE   

 

 THURSDAY NOVEMBER 17  

  6:00 P.M.  Potluck Dinner 

   6:45 p.m. Meeting Begins 

    Concludes by 8:30 p.m 

All Members and Friends Urged to Attend! 

 

Rev. Jeff Rainwater, Pastor of First UMC, Laramie, will preside at our annual 

ñmembership meetingò when we will hear our church leaders report on the 

fruits of their ministry areas this past year, elect officers for 2012, and vote on 

clergy compensation.  We will have our first hearing on the proposals  

coming from our new Joel Committee on Our Ministries with the Poor.  
We will also learn about our Bishopsô ñCall to Action,ò for all congregations 

to be Vital and Missional. So please bring your favorite dish and join us for 

good food and stimulating reflection in our Fellowship Hall.  YOU are a   

stockholder, and this is your meeting!  

 Join us!  



 

 
REMEMBERéto 
nominate a person 
on the pew note  
Paper for the  
September 
Quiet Disciple!   

FUMC August Quiet    
Disciple was  

Ronna Boril!  

  FINANCIAL UPDATE ï September 2011                                                         
 
GENERAL FUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC)     Current Mo.   YTD 
Donations and other ordinary income:           $    38,657     $425,775
  
Expenses:    (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance,                  47,884       427,275 
                         maintenance, programs, Wider Missions)                          
Gain/Loss:                        $9,227)     ($ 1,500)
                                                
 GENERAL FUND BALANCE   $  41,897  

 
WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income):   $4,956       $74,810 

           
RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations,  September) 

HOLY CROSS                     180.00 
TATE BUILDING FUND                                275.00                                             

                 PERMANENT ENDOWMENT               
                            235.00                                              
 CIRCLE J RANCH                      50.00  

UMCOR JAPAN                    200.00 
  

TOTES OF HOPE                        9.86  
WIND RIVER RESERVATION                   200.74 
 

Thank you for your generosity!    
 

 

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS 
                      8:30     11:00      6:00               
TOTALS  
 

September  4 102 70 30 202 

September 11 180 105 40 325 

September 18 160 100 50 310 

September 25 162 103 53 318 

 

Regular Sunday Total:  1155 

Regular Sunday Average Attendance:  289 

 
        

   ñGod said, óMy presence will go with you.  Iôll see the journey to 

   the end.ô Moses said, óIf your presence doesnôt take the lead here, 

         call this trip off  right now.ôò   Exodus 33:14-15a (from The Message) 
 

It always seems strange, when Iôm in a meeting of a non-church organization, that 

the meeting doesnôt begin with a devotion, or at least a prayer.  Itôs even stranger, 

when that happens in the church.  Some of us are so task-oriented, which I           

understand very well (just ask our staff), that we get down to business without a 

good glance toward the Holy One. 

 

That is why we always start our staff meetings with a time of scripture, reflection 

and prayer.  This calls us into the presence of God when we are otherwise              

preoccupied. 

 

Recently at such a staff meeting, Kathie Walker shared a reading from the Upper 

Room Disciplines containing this text from Exodus (above).  Moses was called by 

God to provide leadership for the Hebrew people as they moved through the        

wilderness from Egypt to the Promised Landé.from captivity to freedom.  He felt 

very inadequate to the call.  He expressed that anxiety in the text above: ñIf your 

presence doesnôt take the lead here, call this trip off right now.ò 

 

That is true of any venture, isnôt it?  The greater our responsibilities the greater our 

need for a power beyond ourselves.   

 

Each of us is on some kind of wilderness journey, and the going can be rough. Or 

sandy and slippery.  Or emotionally draining.   

 

Even our church is on a journey together as we respond to the call of God ï from 

diversifying our worship services to forthcoming proposals on our ministries with 

the poor of Casper (to be shared initially with our annual church conference meeting 

November 17). Iôm convinced that God is leading usébut will quickly agree with 

Moses that, if God isnôt in the lead, we have no business going on the trip.  So join 

with me as we continue to look for the guidance of God in all things ï  beginning 

with scripture, devotion and prayer.       
      Steve 



Our Hearts Go Out toé 

 

The Brubaker Family with the death of Darlene Brubaker on 

October 13th .  Her funeral service was October 20th at Highland 

Park Community Church. 

 

Carter Allen Wayne Lord Son of Amanda Dee Ray Lord was baptized 

on October 9th at the 11:00 service 
 

       Greetings to everyone!  I hope that this newsletter finds you and your loved ones 

blessed and encouraged.  I thought that it seemed surreal when October arrived  

last month.  Iôm still wondering what happened to June.  Now that it is  

already November I am in awe of how fast time is passing. It  

seems so often that we find ourselves wanting more time in the day 

 or more days in the week.  But in the end, I think that even if that  

were to happen we would still be asking for more.  Amen.   

       Because I have become so acutely aware of just how fast time is passing, I have 

realized the need in my life to reexamine my priorities and discern whether or not I am 

living a life that is an honorable and excellent offering to God.  In other words, am I 

making the most of my time?  Am I doing all I can to fulfill Godôs plan and purpose for 

my life?  Am I investing in the key relationships of my life?  And finally, what am I 

taking for granted that I shouldnôt overlook?   

       These are questions that wonôt be answered overnight, but they are questions that I 

want to continually hold out in front of me.  I want to make the most of this great gift 

of life that God has blessed us with.  And as this season of Thanksgiving approaches, I 

want to make sure that I am accounting for all of the blessings in my life.  Other     

blessings take a little more introspection at times.   

      I know that there are blessings out there that I tend to overlook.  Because of this, I 

invite each and every one of us to spend some time this month asking ourselves the 

questions listed above, and seeking out our blessings, even those that are not so        

obvious, but are still important.  As we gather around the table this Thanksgiving with 

our loved ones and friends, I pray that Godôs blessings in our lives will be abundant 

and met with an attitude of gratitude!  

Blessings, 

Brian    

 
  Russell Lee Jenkins joined the church on September 25

th
 

at The Third  
   

Welcome to your church home!! 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

 

Jim & Deb Yocum Family:  

3833 Fox,  Casper ï 82604 (moved back to Casper!)  

Remember~ If you are leaving for several months to notify the office of your address, or to 

temporarily stop your newsletter if you receive a mailed copy.  Thank you!! 

   CELEBRATIONS! 
     Celebration by Kayla Clarkôs Family 

    Kayla attended the Keith & Thyra Thomson Honors  

    Convocation Ceremony in Laramie at the University of  

    Wyoming on October 13th.  The annual event recognizes the 

    Honor Students of the College of Arts and Sciences   

    individually and awards them a certificate and A & S pin.   

    Kayla is shown here with Thyra Thomson whom she was  

    thrilled and honored to meet along with Thyraôs son, Bruce.  

    Governor Mead was one of the speakers. 

               Congratulations to Kayla and all of the other many A & S  

               students who were honored in this celebration of academic  

    achievement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Please submit your celebrations!!  Your church family 
wants to celebrate with you!  

 

 



 Sundays in Worship 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m. -Kings Corner for ñThe Thirdò 

 

November Sundays in Worship 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m. - Kings Corner for ñThe Thirdò 

 
October 30 Following  Jesuséin a Troubled World 

How might we follow Jesus in the dark and forbidding places?  Join 

us on this Reformation Sunday!  The Koinonia Ringers will play at 

both morning services.  Also attend the first weekend of our          

Alternative Christmas Fair. 

 

November 6 Following Jesuséin a Cynical World 

  On this All Saints Sunday, as we remember those who have died in the past year, it 

  seems there is much cynicism and despair in the world.  Yet we have witnesses, many 

  right here in Casper, who have ñfought the good fightò and ñkept the faith.ò  We will 

  call upon their testimony to the faithful God, and celebrate Holy Communion. 

 

November 13 Following Jesuséin a Power-Hungry World 

  In a world with multiple power conflicts ï whether in the home, down the street or 

  across the ocean, what does Christ the King teach us about power and our use (or 

  abuse) of it?  Join us as our Childrenôs Choir sings in morning worship. 

 

November 20 Following Jesuséin an Anxious World 

  In a world that seems to binge on anxiety and fear, how can followers of Christ the 

  King claim the confidence he offers?  Can fearful living become thanks giving?  Join 

  us as we celebrate the season of Thanksgiving on this last Sunday of the Christian 

  year. 

 

The Advent Season Begins 
 

November 27 Stable Places:  Where Real Life is Found 

  The church is all decorated for Advent, a season that prepares us 

  for Christmas.  Does our culture do as well??  In the midst of  

  holiday meltdown, and all its demands, where is your ñstable  

  place?ò  The Koinonia Ringers will join morning services this  

  holiday weekend. 

 

 

Exploring Membership Series 

Sunday Mornings 9:45 ï 10:45 
November 6, 13 ,and 20 

(or make special arrangements with Rev. Steve for a class  

with The Third on Sunday evening) 

 
Visitors and persons interested in joining the church are invited to learn 

more about the mission and ministries of First UMC by attending a three-

session course in Room 12 on the lower level (SonRise Room stairwell 

down or elevator).  If youôve ever thought about becoming a member, this 

is the time to visit the class and learn what itôs about! 

 

Session 1: The mission of First UMC and its ministries 

Session 2: Methodism 101 ï Its mission, theology, history and organization 

Session 3: How to get involved and become a member of First UMC 

 

Those seeking membership are asked to attend all three sessions.  If a session has to be missed, the 

session can be made up by appointment with either Revs. Steve or Brian.  Those attending these ses-

sions and committing to become church members will join together on the fourth Sunday of the 

month.  Interested?  Please make a reservation by calling Joy in the church office at 234-9385, or 

speak directly with Revs. Steve or Brian. 

 

TRAINING FOR USHERS AND GREETERS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
Two Sessions:  9:45 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

(each session will last about one hour) 

 

Join Pastor Steve and others who will demonstrate 

some innovative ways to greet and usher, including 

some new expectations with our different services 

this year.  We will also receive VERY important 

training on basic emergency procedures.  Next Janu-

ary we will have a more extensive training with first 

aid and defibrillator use.  

All ushers and greeters are expected to attend 

one of the training sessions, or check in with    

pastor Steve to find a time for one-to-one      

training. 



 

Alternative Christmas Fair 
 
Sonrise Room and Koinonia Room, FUMC 
 
Once again you have an opportunity to shop for Christmas gifts 
that go twice as far: give a gift that supports charities locally and 
internationally. 
 
October 29-30 and December 3-4  
Saturday 10am-3 pm and Sunday 9:30 am-1pm 
 
Buy a gift card in honor of your friends and family and support: 
FUMC Youth program, sold by United Methodist Men,  

Buy handmade gifts that also go the extra mile: 
UM Red Bird Mission (Appalachian crafts) sold by                              
United Methodist Women 
Bethlehem Imports (olive wood carvings made by Palestinian       

Christians) AND 10% goes to support the UM Wesley Foundation at UW  
Africa Partnership (gifts from Kenya and Sierra Leone) supports Kenya     
Methodist University and other UM missions. Also includes stained glass art 
made by Jim Potter and paintings by Kenyan student Sebastien who       
receives support from FUMC 

Twisting Needles (crocheted gifts) AND 20% supports Interfaith 
of Natrona County, sold by Cheryl MacFarland and Evelyn 
Greenfield 

Patsy Janeôs Creations (fabric gifts and canned goods) AND 
20% supports FUMC mission teams, sold by Pat Davis. 

Watercolor paintings by Bea Leafdale; all proceeds support                     
Natrona County Homeless Schoolchildren. 

 
Scholastic Book Fair (October 29-20 ONLY):  
Buy childrenôs books from Scholastic; the proceeds support several 
local childrenôs programs and is staffed by the Sisters Bible 
Study. 

Buy fair trade coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate, and olive oil that is organic, 
gives fair wages to worldwide small farmers AND supports UMCOR (the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) AND our FUMC mission teams. 
 
Contact Ingrid Burnett, Ann Marken or Rose Mary King for more information or to 
volunteer to help staff a table or cashier (Ingrid: isburnett@earthlink.net). 

Childrenõs 
Christmas Play  

December 11, 
2011 

10:00 a.m. 
(Between  

 services this 
year!)  

Come watch the FUMC  
Precious Little Angels!!  

 
All Children are welcome to participate in 

this yearôs childrenôs Christmas Play.  

Please call Kathie Walker or visit the    

Sunday School classes to learn about how 

each class will be participating.  If you are 

interested in a speaking part, contact 

Kathie ASAP. 

Rehearsal Dates are December 3 and 10  

9:30 - 12:00. 

What could be more fun than spending a 

morning at an the Advent Festival?  

Games, crafts, and do a  

family activity.  Any ministry group, 

class, or family that would like to sponsor 

an activity table, please contact Kathie 

Walker for details. 

 

Date:  December 4, 2011 

Time:  9:45 am - 10:45 am 

During the Sunday School 

hour 

Where:  Fellowship Hall   

We would like to invite you to prayerfully consider joining 
a Sunday School or weekday class this year.  We have    

classes for all  ages from 3 through adult.    
*Wacky Wednesday (K -5th grade) still needs one more 

 leader.    



THIS MONTH: 
 

Nov 2:  Youth Group at Kings  

 Corner 6-8 pm 

Nov 6:  YLT meeting 12:30 @ 

Nov 9:  Casper City Youth at First 

 United Methodist Church 

Nov 16:  Youth Group at Kings  

 Corner 6-8 pm 

Nov 18, 19, 20:  Acquire the Fire in 

 Billings, MT 

Nov 23:  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

 No Youth Group 

Nov 26:  Christmas Parade Youth Float 

Npv 30:  Fun Night at Johnny Jõs 

Come to Youth Group!!!   

Give it a try, check out the changes, and bring your friends!!!! 

Hi friends, 

In the last newsletter we were getting ready to go up to Casper 

Mountain to go on a "bear hunt" to look for Smokey the Bear.  

We wondered if we might find him.  I have good news to report,  

we did find Smokey.  He was at the Nordic Ski Lodge.  The kids 

were so very excited to see him.   Smokey and his friends taught us how to prevent wildfires.  He 

took pictures with us and best of all, he gave us some "goodies".   A big thank you to Mr. Brubaker 

for showing around the ski lodge and helping us look for Smokey :0)   

October was another big month at preschool.  We have learned about Christopher Columbus and how 

to "Stop, Drop and Roll"  for fire safety week.  We had two field trips this month.  One to the fire 

station on 1st Street and another one to the First Christian Church Pumpkin Patch.   On Oct 28th  we 

had our Halloween party. 

We would like to invite you to our Thanksgiving program on November 18th in Fellowship 

Hall.  It will start at 11:00 am.   

We have an open door policy!  You are welcome to drop in at any time and visit with us.  If you are 

interested in volunteering in any way please let us know.  

A youth team will be traveling to Billings, MT on 

November 18, 19, 20 to learn that being Normal is 

Not Enough.   

CONFIRMATION  
PARENT MEETING  

 All parents and youth 6th grade and higher 

are invited to attend the Confirmation Parent 

  Meeting on November 13 at  

  12:15 in the Lionõs Den   

  Pizza lunch will be provided.   

   Come learn what  

  Confirmation is  

  and how is works! 

 

 

 

FUMC Preschool  



Poinsettia Donation Form 
 

We must know how many plants are needed prior to ordering 
 

To order a poinsettia to be placed in the front of the church for Christmas, complete this form & 

 return it, with payment of $13.00 per plant to the office by placing it in the collection plate,  

putting it in my mailbox in the Koinonia room, bringing or mailing it in, Attn: Joy.   

Please respond soon, as we are on a deadline to place our order. 

 

  PLEASE PRINT - THANKS! 
 

 

In Memory of:________________________________________________________________ 

 

     

2nd plant, In Memory of:_________________________________________________________ 

   (if desired) 

 

Who you want it (them) listed from:  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please Check one 
 

____ Please donate my poinsettia(s) to a shut-in or hospital/Hospice patient 

 

____ I can help & take plants to a nursing home and/or Hospice Home 

 

____ I will pick up my poinsettia(s) after Epiphany Services, January 8th, 2011.  

After 11:00 service or Monday, January 9th. 

 

Enclose/attach check or money for each poinsettia ordered, $13.00 each, with this  

order form.  Please respond as soon as possible to assure we have enough  

poinsettias available! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toys for Wind River  

Reservation Children  
   

 For three years we have collected toys for the       

children on the Wind River Indian Reservation.  

Please prayerfully consider giving again this year. We 

will have a Giving Tree in the  Koinonia Room once 

again, as well as a toy box to deposit toys for children 

from birth through teenage years.   The toys must be 

new and unwrapped, so that they can be checked 

against recall lists.  If you take a name tag from the Giving Tree, please make 

sure you attach that tag to the gift(s) you bring in so that we make sure they 

get to the right person.  

     For many of these children, this will be the only toy they receive all year, 

so please help make their Christmas brighter.  Thank you so much for your 

continued support of this wonderful mission! 

Advent Season is fast approaching 

and that means it will soon be 
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your calendar for Saturday,      

November 26th. We will start   

decorating the church at 9:30 

a.m. Lunch will be provided.  

Please Call Donna Roth at 237 - 9759 

to volunteer or if you have      

questions.  

Come Join The Fun!  


