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 September 2010 

Worship Services -    8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

The Third Contemporary Worship Service -  6:00 p.m.  

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. -  10:45 a.m. 

Childrenôs Church:  11:00 a.m. service, Fellowship Hall 
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Look inside for details on ways to  
Celebrate , Connect , and Serve ! 

Celebrate:  
Worship Opportunities 

Choirs 

Third Grade Bible Ceremony 

Communion Class 

Youth Group Kick-off Party 

FUMC Preschool Open House 

Connect:  
Childrenôs Sunday School Classes 

Youth Sunday School Class 

Exploring Membership Classes 

SOS Class 

PDL (Purpose Driven Life class) 

The Thoughtful Christian  

A Study of Paulôs Travels 

Sisters:  A Womenôs Bible Study 

Wacky Wednesday 

Disciple Classes 

Serve:  
Nursery Attendant 

Sunday School Teacher 

Family Promise Youth Fundraiser 

YLT (Youth Leadership Team) 

Alternative Christmas Fair 

Acolytes 



      Consider This. . . 
     ñYou were taught to put away your former way of life, 

     your old selféand to be renewed in the spirit of your 

  minds.ò ï Ephesians 4:22-23 

 

      Dean Inge from St. Paulôs Cathedral in London once 

    remarked, ñWhen our first parents were driven out of  

    Paradise, Adam is believed to have remarked to Eve: óMy  

    dear, we live in an age of transition.ôò 

 

We chuckle, of course, because that ñage of transitionò seems to be eternal.  There is always 

some kind of change going on. 

 

Kids have gone back to school and the nest has changed, againéfor some of us. 

Kids have come home after being away, needing supportéfor others of us. 

Some among us are debating whether a move to ñtransitionalò housing is now needed. 

Some among us are downsizing and others are transitioning to larger homes. 

Transitions in life, relationships and communities are constant and current. 

 

This fall, as we enter September, transitions are evident in the life of our church: 

We have new (though experienced!) Cherub Choir Directors in Denise and her 

mother Pansy.  We have a new weekday morning ministry with the startup of the 

First UMC Pre-School.  We are in the process of receiving applications and hiring 

a new church treasurer who will be transitioning with Sandy Sheppard between now 

and Sandyôs retirement December 31. 

 

What transitions are you going through?  Iôm reminded from writing class days that a 

ñtransitionò is a word or idea that holds together two different thoughts.  Students were   

encouraged to work on their transitional phrases. 

 

Paul encouraged followers of Jesus to pay attention to the transitions occurring in their 

spiritual journey, as they ñput away their old selfò and renewed ñthe spirit of their minds.ò 

 

As we worship together this fall, and as we join in learning and growth groups, I pray that 

we will renew our minds so that we might transition into more loving disciples of Jesus.  

John Wesley called this ñgoing on to perfection.ò  Fall indeed is a transitional season.  May 

this be a time for us, as well, to change from glory into glory as we seek the way of God. 

...from your Senior Pastor, Steve 

       

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS  

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS  
 

  8:30 11:00    6:00      TOTALS   
 

July 4  97   72      24  193 

July 11  204       45  249 

    (Super Sunday/Neighborhood picnic) 

July 18  124 88       41  253 

July 25  172 96       47  315 

 

Regular Sunday Total:  1211 

Regular Sunday Average Attendance:  303 

REMEMBERéé to 
nominate a person on 

the pew note paper  
for the SEPTEMBER 

Quiet Disciple!   
FUMC AUGUST Quiet 

Disciple was DIANA 
FARRELL! 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE ï July 2010                                                          
GENERAL FUND (Pays all ongoing operating expenses of FUMC)         Current Mo.     YTD 
Donations and other ordinary income:                $   44,165       $329,238 
Expenses:    (Salaries, supplies, materials, utilities, insurance,                                 44,597         331,096 
                         maintenance, programs, Wider Missions)                          
Gain/Loss:                        ($      432)     ($   1,858) 
            
             

                                               
 GENERAL FUND BALANCE    $  40,722 
 
 WIDER MISSIONS PAID (13% of adjusted income):  $     5,814        $41,338 
           
RESTRICTED FUNDS (Donations, June) 

MEMORIALS       $            0        
MISSIONS   (IMAGINE NO MALARIA)              610 
HOLY CROSS                 225 
TATE BUILDING FUND                            507  
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT                                       370 
 
$100 ï 100 DAYS CAMPAIGN   

TOTAL THRU 8/15/2010:  $11,169!!       Thanks to all who have donated!!!   

  

 This is an average WEEKôS expense for our church this year.  If you missed  

  your chance to participate in this campaign, or wish to continue your efforts, your  

  help in the coming months will be much appreciated. 



 

In updating records, we are missing many e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers which are 

very helpful in case of emergencies.  Please e-mail information in to Joy at fumccpr@tribcsp.com 

and in the subject line put UPDATE. 

Please remember to notify the church office always of any new addresses, phone numbers or        

e-mail addresses.   Thanks!   

Brianõs Contemplations       
 

     It is hard to believe that I dropped Terrell and Mo off at  

school this week!  Summer seems to have come and gone with 

 little warning.  Summer is normally a time to slow down a  

little bit, but in the life of our church it has been a blessed and  

bustling time. 

     In the life of the church, summer is also a time to prepare for fall, which is       

approaching faster than many of us may want.  Personally, I canôt wait for fall because it 

means football will finally be here.  It has also been said that, ñThe future belongs to 

those who prepare for it today.ò  As a staff, we are working hard to prepare for the rush 

of the fall in ways that are intentional and faithful.  Our goal is to help provide ministry 

opportunities that will help us grow personally in our faith journeys, and communally as 

a church family. 

     When I think of the many servant leaders that are a part of our church, I am very   

excited.  Your faithfulness to enveloping yourselves in ministry is greatly appreciated.  

As we gear up for our fall kick-off, I hope that God is instilling a passion within you 

that calls you to remain involved in the ministries of our church, or maybe to even try 

something new.  Without a doubt, we are most effective as a community of faith when 

we are actively involved in the life of our church, our city, our country, and our world.  I 

invite you to check out our ministry profile booklet, and prayerfully discern if God is 

calling you to one or more of the many ministry opportunities that are available.  There 

is no such thing as an insignificant ministry!  Wherever God is calling you to serve, it 

matters, itôs important, and it will make an impact! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

~PLEASE NOTE IN YOUR DIRECTORIES!!  

 None this month.  Please remember to let us know 

change of address information so your friends can keep 

track of you! 

Check this table in the SonRise room out for Fall     
opportunities!!   

New classes and events are available to sign up for!! 
Stop by and see what opportunities are available for 

you! 
New things added weekly ï check this table often!  

August 7th Bridget Neal and Garrett Rothenhoefer were      

married in our Sanctuary. 

 

August 14th Paula Olson and Dustin Reynolds were married in 

our Sanctuary. 

 

August 21st Courtney Condelario and William Lawrence were 

married in our Sanctuary. 

   

August 29th Triston David, Jackson R and Dylan Robert 

were all baptized at the 11:00 service.  The boys are the 

sons of Kurt and Alisa (Wisby) Marker. 

Lloyd and Bev Loftin  and Family with the death of Bevôs mother, 

Eva Lepper on August 27.  Her service will be in Buffalo, WY. 

 

Family & Friends of past member, Carol Edmondson, who died in 

Lexington, Kentucky on August 21st.  

 
  The church holds its people in its prayers 

mailto:fumccpr@tribcsp.com


WHO:  Children going into second grade or higher are 

needed as acolytes.   

TRAINING DATE:  September 19 

9:55 - 10:15 am during the Sunday School hour 

 

Please sign up in the SonRise Room or call Kathie 

Walker for more information. 

TWO DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY GROUPS  
 

Use the Disciple Bible Study Signup Sheet in the SonRise Room to Indicate 

Your Choice of Two Disciple Classes Planned This Fall. 

You will be contacted by your teacher regarding the first lesson. 
For further information contact Revs. Steve Burnett or Brian Oliver ï 234-9385 

 

Begins Tuesday, August 31, 6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 

This basic, beginning ï and intensive ï Bible Study is for 

those who would like to read the entire Bible together in a 

structured way, with a skilled facilitator to lead group dis-

cussions.  A short video component provides insight from 

biblical scholars.  Participants commit to read 30 minutes 

daily in preparation for class, and attend at least 75% of 

the 34 class sessions, concluding the end of May, 2011. There is a $40 fee (can be paid over 9 

months) for the materials. 

 

 

Begins Wednesday, September 1, 6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 
This class is for those who have either participated in the beginning Disci-

ple Study (see above) or have read the entire Bible with a study group and 

would like to dig deeper.  The ñGreen Bookò will follow the typical Disci-

ple format and deepen awareness of Genesis and Exodus (fall/winter) and 

Luke and Acts (winter/spring). Participants commit to study 30 minutes 

daily and attend at least 75% of the 34 class sessions, concluding mid-May 

2010.  There is a $40 fee (can be paid over 9 months) for the materials. 

September Sundays in Worship 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m. - Kings Corner 
Labor Day Sunday concludes our ñStories Jesus Toldò Summer series.  A new September 

series of sermons, ñFalling into Your Future,ò begins September 12. 
 

September 5 Stories Jesus Told About Work & Wages: The Generous Employer 

Not recommended for Labor Day, this parable tells about an employer who will 

pay his workers willy-nilly ï whatever he chooses.  HméCould there be a lesson 

in this that laborers will appreciate, anyway?  Join us today if you are in town for 

this Communion Sunday celebration. 
 

 

Into the Future! 
September 12  Fall into the Future: Finding Your Passionate Purpose 

Passionate people are purpose-driven; they look to God to discover their 

purpose, believing God indeed has a purpose for everyone.  Come on 

back to worship with us!  Choirs are back.  A revamped Crusader Choir 

led by Jessica Wilson will sing at 8:30 and Chancel Choir at 11. 
 

September 19  Fall into the Future: Pursuing Patience 

Followers of Jesus pursue their purpose with patience.  Weôll examine 

some scriptures today that remind us to rely on God rather than our     

impatient selves.  The Cherub Choir, with new directors Denise Prugh- 

Rasmussen and Pansy Prugh, will sing at both services; Chancel Choir at 

8:30.  Weôll commission our VIM team to the Wind River Reservation. 

 
September 26  Fall into the Future:  Practicing Playfulness 

One of the great needs of our culture is a gracious, light-hearted sense of 

playfulness, modeled by Jesus himself.  Weôll explore ways that Godôs 

Spirit can also help us take ourselves less seriously.  Dana Deuel will lead  

our Koinonia Ringers in both services, with Chancel Choir at 8:30.  

Fall is here!  Footballs are flying.  Leaves are falling.  Routines are settling.  

Classes are roaring.  Come on back to worship and fellowship with your 

Christian friends and family!  Our culture makes many demands on us.  

Maybe itôs time to claim our future!  These next three September Sunday 

youôll consider three ways to ñFall Into the Futureò guided by the Spirit of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?pageid=204&id=17


Exploring Membership Series 

Sunday Mornings 9:45 ï 10:45 
1nd, 2rd, & 3th Sunday of Each Month* 
(except September, which will be September 12, 19 and 26) 

 
Visitors and persons interested in joining the church are invited to learn more about the 

mission and ministries of First UMC by attending a three-session course in the Parlor 

on the 2nd floor. 

 

Session 1: Methodism 101 ï Its mission, theology, history and organization 

Session 2: The mission of First UMC and its ministries 

Session 3: How to get involved and become a member of First UMC 

 

Those seeking membership are asked to attend all three sessions.  If a session has to be missed, the session can 

be made up by appointment with either Revs. Steve or Brian.  Those attending these sessions and committing to 

become church members will join together on the fourth Sunday of the month.  Interested?  Please make a   

reservation by calling Joy in the church office at 234-9385, or speak directly with Revs. Steve or Brian. 

 

FUMC Preschool  
Open house is set for Sept. 

7 from 11am till 1pm.  

***There are still open po-

sitions for 2 year playgroup 

and 3 and 4 year old 

classes! 

1st day of school will be 

Wednesday, Sept 8th and 

Thursday, Sept 9. Mark 

your calendars now!!!  

Sisters Bible Study for Women  
 

Sisterôs will resume on Wednesday, September 15, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parlor. We meet each Wednesday  

evening from 6-7:45 p.m. for Bible study, friendship, fellowship and laughter (lots of laughterénot a quiet 

group!). Women of all ages welcome. 

 

Are you tired of just going through the motions of the Christian life? Do you feel a tug at your heart to live 

completely for God---but you don't know what the next step is?  Join us for our first study of the year,     

Becoming More than Just a Bible Study Girl by Lysa TerKeurst. 

 

Like many women, Lysa TerKeurst knows what itôs like to consider God just another thing on her to-do list. 

For years she went through the motions of a Christian life: Go to church. Pray. Be nice. Yet she wanted a 

deeper connection between what she knew in her head and what she felt in her heart. She wanted to          

personally experience Godôs presence.  

Join us for Sisters!!  If you have questions, please call Julie Eastes at 235-291 or cell phone at 259-0333. 

Wacky  

Wednesday 
 
Begins September 1st 6:30-8:00 pm. every Wednesday!  We 
will meet on the 3rd floor.   Children ages Kindergarten thru 
5th grade are invited for an evening of fun activities               
reinforcing our faith journey and doing it in a wacky way!   This 
ƌŸŴƅLƆ ŶƈƅƅżŶƈſƈƀ Ɗżſſ ŵŸ  śżŵſŸ ųƂƁŸ ťżƉŸ!  ŜŻżſŷƅŸƁ Ɗżſſ ƈƆŸ 
their natural energy and enthusiasm with cooperative, fun 
games, and group activities.   
Parents: 
 Please call to register your child for this class or sign up on the 
education table in the SonRise Room.  If you are able to help 
with Wacky   Wednesday during the year, call Kathie in the 
church office. 

Childrenõs  

Sunday School 

Classes  

begin on     

September 12.   

We are still in 

need of 2  

Preschool 

Teachers and 1 

Upper          

Elementary 

Teacher.     

Contact 

Kathie Walker 

if you are     

interested.  

 A Study of Paulôs Travels    
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING         9:30 ï 12:00 NOON  

First class September 1  In the Parlor (2 nd  Floor)  

 
 

 

 

Parents, Grandparents, 

and Friends (in other 

words ANYONE!!) are 

needed to help plan, pre-

pare, and serve Wednesday 

night meals for the youth.  

Come hang out with us and 

see how incredible our 

youth are!  



HELP STILL NEEDED!!!   

Our Childcare Ministries is growing and changing!  We need YOU!!!                 

There are new ministry programs that require us to have more                     

staffing to make these programs a success and safe for the children.  

We need adults that are interested in working with infants and       

preschoolers.  The hours can be very flexible.  Please stop by the 

Nursery or Church Office to pick up an application.  Background 

checks will be required.  Please call Kathie Walker at 234 -9385 for 

more information.  

 

ALL CHURCH ANNUAL PICNIC!  
What a fantastic picnic we had!  The weather cooperated and was 

just perfect.  Over a hundred people came up the mountain and    

enjoyed the terrific food, lots of good fellowship, the terrific food, 

kidôs games and did I mention the terrific food??  It really was a 

wonderful time thanks to all who came and a big thank you to Phil 

and Lori Johnson for setting it up, supplying drinks and the clean-up 

afterwards and to Jeff Clark who brought a van-load of folks up the 

mountain to enjoy the picnic. 

 

 
 

Alternative Christmas Fair  
 

This year for Christmas would you consider giving up the 
frenzy of shopping for just the ñrightò Christmas present, and 
instead buy some of your gifts to make a difference in the 
lives of the people around you and in the world. For the sec-
ond year in a row, we will be having an ñAlternative Christ-
mas Fair.ñ The Fair will feature opportuni-
ties to buy gift cards that you can give to 
loved ones and friends that support local 

charities such as Wyoming Dementia Care, Natrona County 
Homeless school children, as well as national and international 
charities such as the Heifer Project. We will also offer hand-
made items from organizations around the world that are work-
ing to make a difference in the lives of less fortunate people. 
 
The Alternative Fair is tentatively scheduled for October 30, 31 and December 4 
and 5. This year we are adding Saturday (10 to 3) to our schedule, and reducing 
the Sunday hours (9:30 to 1:00). We will again set up in the Sonrise Room. 
 

Our goal is two-fold: to get every group in our church involved 
and to give our members and visitors an opportunity to purchase 
ñalternativeò gifts for Christmas. The way the fair will happen is 
that a group (boards, circles, bell choir, choirs, Sunday School 
class, etc) agrees to sponsor an organization, to research it, to 
find out a way to ñsell itò and to have a table at the event. FUMC 
members and our community can then go to each of the tables 
and pick up a gift card or item and mark their "shopping list" with 

the charity or organization that they would like to support. Any individual is also 
welcome to participate for the good of a non-profit helping charity that they would 
like to support. 
 
In addition to those volunteers who coordinate and work at each 
of the tables, we will need volunteers to be our ñcashiersò and 
others to help with the set-up and take-down of tables. 
 
Please prayerfully consider how you might be involved in the Alternative Christ-
mas Fair. 
 
Call or email Ingrid Burnett for more information (237-6108 or isbur-

BLESSINGS COME IN STRANGE WAYSéé 

     On August 7th someone ran into the electrical box on the back 

of the church building and destroyed ité and drove away.   What 

followed was Sunday morning services with no power.  A true 

celebration of Godôs gifts was enjoyed in the Sanctuary with the 

stained glass windows brightly illuminated beautifully somehow 

with the very overcast day outside. The music was wonderful and 

preaching great.  Everyone left very uplifted that day! 

      In the following days, we learned from City Service Electric Company (who            

responded on a Saturday evening with nothing but friendly, quick service) that 3 fires had 

actually occurred in the power box but, for unknown reasons, never left the power box 

and didnôt go into the electrical system through our entire church.  Hallelujah!  Our church 

was protected and I just wanted to share this blessing with you. --Joy 

100 Dollars in 100 Days Campaign Successful  
So far over $11,169 has been raised for the General Fund through our 100 Dollars in 

100 Days campaign.  

Thank you so very much ï your generosity is deeply appreciated!  

Marvin Nolte 

  

(We will continue to take donations for the 100/100 Campaign! If you haven't donated 

already, and still wish to, please send it in or put it in the offering plate as soon as  

      possible. On the memo line please note 100/100. ) 


